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HE Author of this *Fpiſtte, "TIO a at "I G 
df the Legal Sactifices preſerib d by the Law of Mo- * 
7, es, = rang prov'd, that, they were Typical in 
© ain fir Kg ef the Death of Chriſt, and 
conſequent! a x 2 had. put awuy Sin by the Sacri- 
fick of himfelf, doth herein oſe of l Hiſroufſe intimate 
to the n That tho Carnal Sacrifices were now abo- 
ard , yet there were others 2 Spiritual kind, which were 
_ fill in force ne the the Gol l, hd were to be 855 p 


* iving 10 Gad Far tid ereg uu 80 i lim, 
| and-Benefe@nce'o dur Bret | ing to che 
| things, which are by God's 


a a due pr EI of thoſe good 
Pfbeide ne ſed do s, ay — the 9 of 
- Hole Obe en to the Sacrifices required by it: For theſe 
receiv d all their value from poſitive Inſtitution; but thoſo 
ere in their own” Nature proper for God to exact, -and for 
 Mento . * Sacrifices Were only acceptable, whenac- 
companied with the Love of Cod and Men : But when ſe- 
-  parated from theſe, they were of no worth i in the eſtimation of 
dim, who in the appo t of wn, OY 1 no 
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That Than wing was the Principa . mended by 
% Euchariflical Sacnifices s the Law, be are plainly 
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ogation of them, but was to remain 0 equal force under the Goſpel- 
diſpenlarions.. The Sacrifice of Praiſe was, before the Efabliſhment ot 
2 — 
Able Duty: 10? the Fruits of our Land, and of our Cattle, are 
= no longer ro be. brought to the Altar, yer we are tang! * the Apo- 
Ale, in the Verſe — my Text, ſtill to offer the Sacrifice of Praiſe to 
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"And 6 eh 


' e . ery, as in its Nature, > Dis, aod gd le 
e Fathict- | 


who mo needed * eo - and be e to recede from his own Rien. 
that he might transfer. that Right on the Poor and Neceſſitous. Since 


before claim'd from Nein Forefathers, as due unto himſelf: they might 
5 \oflard a «MOM proportion ot. 3 to their poor Maren: ; 7 2 
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18 ee 
f ad hes York there. are.two thongs which dere our Conſiders | 


nr" A Duty commanded i in the. pennt of the. bert, that 50 4 
11 £008, and ge communicate, we ſhould, not forget. = 
4 A Motive propos d to enforce che Practiſe of ghis Duty. in wi 
..clatcer. "_ the Verſe, for with — Renee! ng is en e i 

65:44 40 aft 

" aur „ to. <td. and. to. Communic 155 chars] is the leſs 
Dagger, becauſe zhis.D 
ticd,, been ſp, pfcen incplcared, that it niet, but be deeply imprinted on 
our Memories, The Nature and Properties of Charity; the Root, from 
which ic ovghs to, ſpring; the Branches, into which. ic pughr ro ſpread it 
Ks the Fyuits, which. it enght to, bear; the Height, to which it ought 
ſp ries the tions which we.are under, as ue are Men, and as ve are 
lane, to {conſtant and cheerfub Performance of this Duty, hase, 
Aman 6 eng Tera ol Reaſbn- 
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„and doch, alter the difannulling | of it, continue to be, an in- : 


God EP that 0 K — en Biving thanks to 2 ; | 


thereforc God had graciouſly releas'd unto the believing Hebrews, what he <2 


uty hath upon; the return o theſe Pious Solemni- 
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in us a conſtant readineſs 2 do good, and to communicate; becauſe wit 
ſueß Sacrifices God is well-pleaſed. © 


Wo cord, (which frequently occurs in the Old Teſtament) will not take i 
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ag ſuch ſtrength and ue Wa ſuch perſwaſive Eloquence, that ih 
5 1 be ſaperfluous to inſiſt upon a Subject ſo thoroughly handled, and 
ſ perfectly underſtood. But for the better quickning of you to the con. 
ſeientious Practice of # Duty, ſo well known in Theory, I ſhall examine 

the Force of that Motive, which"the Apoſtle here makes uſe of, to excir 


In purſuance of which I ſhall ſhew, ants bo noe eat 
1. What Analogy there is between Acts of Charity and Sacrifices. 
2. In what Senſe God is faid with ſuch Sacrifice to be well. pleaſed. 
And then in the Cloſe, I hall apply what ſhall have been delivered to 
the occaſion of this preſent Solemnity. i 
1. lam to ſhew, what Analogy there is between Ads of Charity and 
Doing good and communicating wou d not be term'd Sacrifices well. plea 
fing to God (as they are here by our Apoſtle) unleſs there was ſome like- 
' © nels betwixt' Acts of Charity and legal Sacrifices: and unleſs theſe in 
ſomerhing differ d from Proper and Literal Sacrifices, they would not be, 
as they in $cripture ſometimes are, compar'd to them, and preferr'd be ei 
fore them. Acts of Benificence therefore, and Sacrsfices muſt be ſo far 
alike; Alms given to the Poor, and Incenſe offered to God, muſt have thaipai 
| e a One with the other, as to juſtifie their being both call d by 
the ſame common Name; and at the fame time, they muſt be ſo far dif 
ferent and diſtinguiſhable, as that ſome things may be ſaid of the one 
which do not at all belong to the other. Ads of Charity towards theft 
Poor, are not Sacrifices, in the Strict and Literal, and Proper Senſe of 
that Word; but they are Oblations in a Larger, Figurative, and more re 
mote Senſe: They ſo far differ from Oblations, that, when they are cal 
led Offerings, or Sacrifices, it muſt he o vnd, that this is not their proper hu 
but a Borrow'd Name; and yet they are fo far like to them, that thi 
Name is not abus d, nor irs meaning perverted, when it is apply d, 'as ig 

is here by the Apoſtle, to AQs of Charity and Beneficence.  Þ © 
The Word, Sncrißce, is not fo far appropriated to carnal Victims anc 
 Oblations by the Inſpir'd Writers, but that even in the Old Teſtament 
during the Moſaical Diſpenſation, we obſerve this Word us'd in a mor 
_ refin'd and Spiritual Senſe, In the ſame Pſalm, herein Burnt - Offerings 
and Oblations, and the Offering of young Bullocks upon the Altar, argfHe 
cCall'd the Sacrifites of. Righteouſneſs, 4 Troubled Spirit is alſo ſaid to bqRi 
the Sacrifice of God; and we find this Appellation apply'dby the Prophet 
to Prayer and Thankſgiving, as well as to the bloody Sacrifices of th: 
Altar. So that the Word Sacrifice; in the largeſt and moſt extenſive Senſ 
of it, plainly took in all thoſe Religious Actions, Which the Servants o 
' God were bound to perform by his Command, in his Worfhipſgec 
And to his Glory. True it it, that even” this larger ſenſe of th" 


tz ol Charity; which are not offer d, üricly (peaking; to God, . 
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ow'd upon Men; are no parts WY Worſhip due to the common Fa- 
er of us all, but a Branch of that Duty we ove to our Brethren; and 
5 not ſo properly belong to the Precepts of the firſt, as of rhe ſecond Ta- 
e: ſo that ſt is ao wonder, if in the Writings of the Old Teſtament we 
p where findARs of Charity towards the Poor, call'd (as they are here 
y St. Paul) Oblations, or Sacrifices. But under the Goſpel, where ou 
1 /aviour, who i God above all, Bleſſed for ever, hath declar'd all Acts of 
Fhatrity dene ly us to the leaſt of our Brethren, as done unto himſelf; ſuch 
haritable Actions being intended by Chriſtians to promote the Glory of 
od; being perform d by us as a Service accept able and well · pleaſing to 
im; being done for his ſake, at his Inſtance, and to his Honour; and 
ing. in the gracious Conſtruction of our Saviour, done, not ſo much 
to Men, as unto Chriſt himſelf, who is God as well as Man; may, in 
regards, and upon theſe Accounts, very properly lbe ſtyF'd Sacrifices, 
But if we enquire farther into the Nature of Sacriſices and into the ends 
or which they were appointed, we ſhall ſtill find more Lines of reſem - 
-S$lance between theſe and Acts of Charity, et BE Er LED 
One great End of Sacrifices was, that thoſe who offer d them ſhould _ 
y ſuch Oblations 'figriifie that they acknowledg'd God to be the Sove- 
«Reign Creator and Diſpoſer of all things: By Conſecrating to him part of 
eir Subſtance, they profeſs'd, that they ow'd all to his Bounty, and 
aid him back a Portion of what they enjoy'd, as an Acknowledgment, 
at they receiv d the Whole from his overflowing Goodneſs and Plenti- 
ade. : How ſmall ſoever this Acknowledgment was, and how little ſoe- 
ver valuable for its own Intrinfick Worth, yer it had fo far the Nature 
ea Quit Rent. that it was exacted from them, and paid by them as a 
proof of their: Dependance; and that they were not Propriecors of what 
hey poſſeſt, but Tenants, who held of him, to whom, as to their Chief 
ord, they paid this Homage and Service. Hence was it that God re- 
Inired the Firſt Fruits of the Earth to be offer'd to him, that the Offerer 
ight thereby declare, that tho he water d and planted, yet it was God 
Alone that gave the Increaſe, and God who was the Owner of the Soil. 
] So alſo the Firſt-Born ofall Cattle, as well as of Men; was to be Sanctiſied 
unto God; and of theſe ſome to be actually Sacrificed, others to be re- 
edeem d at a ſet Price, to expreſs by this ſolemn Oblatibn, that Chilaren 
ud the Fruit of the Womb were an Heritage and Gift that cometh of the © 
Lord; and that whether he demanded a Bullock out of the Houſe, or an | 
goa out of the Folds, he ask'd nothing but what was by antecedent - 
>Might his own ;fince every Beaſt of the Foreſt is his, aud the Cattle upon a 
et$houfend Hills ; ' the' Earth 'is rhe Lords, and the fulneſs thereof, the World, 
hind they that dwell therein, Now if this was the Principal thing ſignified 
en{Þy the Oblotion of Sacrifices, that God is the Sovereign Proprietor and Diſe . 
5" ofÞpoſer of all things; that we ought with part of our Riches to acknows - 
hiplledge his ſupreme Dominion, from whoſe Gift and Bounty we derive tze 
th hole, then Acts of Charity to the Poor and Needy, will, in this reſpect, 
e are a ngar Relation to Sacrifices, and are by our Apoſtle, upon good 
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ws © 


| \ gronds, ſtyl'd ſuchin the Text; finee by our readineſs to part with ſane 
| . Share of our Worldly Goods to the Poor (whom God has mage his Proxiet 
| and Subſtirutes, to receive at our Hands what is due to him) we. do give 
Honour to him ta whom Honour belonget h; We render unto God the thing. 
that ars God:: We re · pay him a ſmall part of that abundance wherewith 
he hath inrich d us; and by diſpenſing our Riches to thoſe hom he has 
commiſſion'd to be his Receivers, we plainly. ſhew, that we do not los! 
upon them to be ſa properly our Own, as His; as being not the 
P urchaſe of our Own. Induſtry; but the Fruits of his Mercy; not 
owing to Fortune and Chance, but to his Bleſſing; and Providence; 
in grateful acknowledgment of which, ve pay a kind of continual Tribute 
out of them; as well remembring under vhom we hold; and that what we 
. poſſeſs, is not our own Abſolute, Free and Unburden d Inheritance, but a li - 
mited and dependant Tenure, held upen certain Covenant aud Conditions, 
and ſubject to ſugh Burdens and Payments, as our Sovereign. Lord hath 
been pleas d, in the firſt Donation, to reſerve to himſelf out of it. 
Another end of Sacrifices was, that thoſe who: offer d them 
might by Conſecrating to God ſome ſmall Portion of their Sub- 
ſtance, derive from him a Bleſfing on the reſt. As they od what- 
ever they enjoy d to his free Gitt and Bounty, who at firſt liberally 
beſtow'd it on them, ſo they od alſo the continud and quiet Pol- 
ſeſſion of it to his Providence, who ſecur d it to them; they held ot 


dim as their Chief Lord, and therefore paid Homage to him on account 


of his Dominion; and they were quieted in this their Tenure by his Pro- 
tection, and therefore paid Tribute to him. as the Maintainer and Preſer- 
ver of thoſe Rights, which they had at firſt deriv'd from him. God as a 
Sovereign Lord, who had the Propriety of the whole, was pleas d to ac- 
cept of a part, as an Acknowledgment of his Right to their entire Poſſeſ- 
ſions : Bur tho' this was a Debt, which was ſtrictly due to him; nay, tho, 
it was accepted by way of Compoſition, in lieu of a much larger, which he 
might juſtly have demanded ; tho, upon both theſe Accounts, it was ſoff - 
far from laying an Obligation upon him to make any returns, that the ve- 
y Acceptance of it laid a new Obligation upon them, at whoſe Hands he 
accepted it; yet he was pleas d, io his great Bounty; to recompenſe their 


Payment of what they ow d him, by makiog them farther and larger grants: 


He took care that their Poſſeſſions ſhould not be leſſened, but Augmented *. 
by what they had paid to him; what by Oblations offer d unto God they 
were required to expend, that was abundantly made up to them; by the 

plentitul Increaſe with which God was pleaſed to dick them. Solomon 

rherefore preſſes the obſervance of this Religious Duty of Sacriticing; from 

- the copſideration of thoſe Temporal Bleſhngs that vere ſurè to iſſue from 

it. Honour the Lord, ſaith he, with: thy Subſtance, aud with the firſt- 
Fruits of all thine: increaſe, So ſhall thy Barns be:filled with plenty, g 

' © why preſſes ſhall bur ſi ous out with new Wine. Prov.'3. 9. lo. Now if 
This vas another end intended by the Sacrifices.of the Law, that by offer- 


ng up to God part of their Subſtante,; they might derive upha themſelves 


and their Families, a Bleſſing on the Remainder ; then it ig evident, that 


a - 


Ads of Chariey to the Poor, . 10 in this regard alſo, a ill farther re- 
Ablage to legal Sacrifices, fince By, this diſpenting them, we may ſe- 


cure to. our ſelves God's Bleſſing. en alt our Enjoyients. | To his Gift 
we origthally owe what we hae ; to big ProteRion we owe the Preferva- 
77 nn 
bute due, 4s our Protector; and what We pay to him upon both theſe 
Titles, by the Hands of thoſe "whom Be hath appointed his Receivers, is 
ſo far from beiog, ap lacymbrance on our Eſtate, that it is an Advantage ; 


7 
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for what ve poſlels is not kefſen I, hot increas'd by this Deduction; fince it 
diſpoſes God to pour down his Bleſſings. in a more plentiful manner upon us. 
Fox as to Sacrifices of old, ſo to Ads of Charity alfo are gracieus Promiſes 
of Temporal Bleſſings made by him, who i5 no? s Man that he ſhould lie; bur 
make good. Upon this View the Maelites were not only commanded to be 
Charitable to the Poor, in point of Duty, bur were encourag's to be ſo in re- 
gard to their Worldly Incereſt ; Thow ſhalt ſurely give unto thy pour brother, 
mil #nd thine Heart ſhall not be grieved when 70d, ha unto him ; becauſe that 
ub · ¶ for this t hing the Lord thy God (hall bleſt thee in all thy Works, and in all 
that thou putteft thine hand unto. Dent. 15. 9. What is thus laid out, is ſure 

to be repaid with Intereſt ; jt will tur more to Account by being thus dif 
erſed, than by being hoarded up, employ'd in the molt beneficial Trade. 
iſpoſed of in the molt promiſing Adventure, or let out at the higheſt rate 
F Uſory. Whatever is thus pour d our, ſhall quickly be repleniſh'd with 
freſh Supplies from that Fountain of Gqodneſs, which is inexhauſtible, He 
who thus draws aut hit Soul to the hungry, ſhall be like a'watered garden, 
and like a Spring of Water, whoſe Waters fail not. Iſa. 58. 11. Be there- 
fore the Effuſion never ſo great, it ſhall never draw us dry ; becauſe as faſt 
ag we pour forth, ſo falt ſhall our Store, by the ſecret and hidden Con- 


he Charitable Widow of Sarepts experienc'd upon her relieving the Prophet 
ſo Klim, that her Barrel f meal waſted nos, and ber cruiſe of Oyl failed not, 
ve · but were repair d in the ſame meaſure as they were ſpent, and V ere fed upon 
he] virhour being conſum d, however Miraculous, was not fo fingular and 'ex- | 
ir} traordinary, but that the Charitable Perſon hath good grounds from 
ts: | Scripture to hope, that what he gives to the Poor ſhall, in che like man- 
ted ner, thro the ſecret Working 0 God's Providence, be taken from his 
bey Heap without leſſening it; nay, Chall add to its Bulk; and that choſe Loaves | 
the which are dealt out to the Poor, ſhall, like thoſe that were diſtributed 2 17 
PR of Con 
1 might go og to purſure the Parallet between the Sacrifices of the 
Ew, 10 45 of Charity under the Goſpel ftill finder, an Lage 
poine gut 1 n many gocher Marks, whereby they reſemble each 0 = 
zer beides, thoſe. that have been already mention d. Sacrifices | 
ording to the Worth of the Offering, but ac · 


carding to a Good-Will of the Offerer; the Perfon ho. M 
le to bring 
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what he hath ſaid, that he will de, ad what be bath ſpoken; that he will _ 


ho, 8 of the Divine Prayidence, be confantiy recruited.” What the  - | 


e en CSY.. 1 9 5 n | 3 
Pigeons, which were accepted as Pell as W grester Viäim from a richer 
Votary. And qur Apoltle St. Paul, hath aſſur d us, that it is the very 
ſame caſe in the giving of f if there be firſt a willing Ming, it is 
accepted according to that # Man hath, and not according te that he hath 
not. 2 Cor. 8. 12. God doth not. weigh our Charity by the Quantity of 
what is given, but by the Cheertulnels of rhe Gier: He doth not ſerupy- 
louſly examine How much is parted with J but graciouſly conliders, Out 
of how much it is taken: And, according to gur Saviour's Calculation, 
the Widow 's Mite vas not only an,equal.Sum to the greater Gifts of thoſe 
who were more enabled to ge, bot She caſt in more than they al. 
+ . » Sacrifices of old, went along both, with the Prayers of thoſe who im- 
plored God's Mercies, and vith, the Praiſes of thoſe who offered their 


Thankſgivings for Mercies receiy d; whether the People of God depre- 


cated his Juogments, a Free-will-offering back d their Petitions; or whe- 
ther they acknovledg d his Benefits, an,. Euchariſtick-offering went u 


vith rhe ſound of their Hallelvjahs to rhe Throne of God. And This alſo 


. 4 
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| God have always join'd with their Prayers, to render them more effectual 
for drawing down God's. Fayours ;. and with their Thankſgivings, as the 


Holds true in Ads of Charit) and giving. of Alms, vhich the Stinrs of 


* 


molt reger dn fee ere Beueßts already receivd, 
But the main defigy of Sacrifices, and that for which they ſtem chiefly 


to have been intended in the | Me/aie Diſpenfation, vis, that they mighr 
Tae dine ne io Ry ped te pore of their 
- Tranſgredions, they had proyok'd him. > For befides the Burnt-Offerings, 
| ;which were offer d to God, as the Creator and Sovereign of the World; 
and the Peace Offerings, which were, offer d te him, as the Giver of 
every good an perfef Gift, there were alſo Sin-Offerings, and Treſpaſs- 
3 Offerings, which were offer d. to him as an offended God, in order to 
| appeaſe him; The Victim flood in the Place of the Votary ; what He 
|  Ageſexvd, that the Victim ſuffer d; and thus for many Sins an Atonement 
vas made, ang He, for wbom it was made, was forgiven, Now the A- 
poſtle may ſeem to allude ro this Tpecial kind of Sacrifices, when of ab- 
ing good. aul communicating, be pronounces that they are Sacrificer, || © 
_ _ * wherewith, God is well pleaſed, How far Acts of Charitybear an Analo- || 
S to theſe Propitiatory Sacrifices, in what Senſe Godd is here ſaid to be 
woll pleaſed with theſe Sacrifices, whether they are of any efficacy towards 
8 65 e tis Wrath, is bier vs propor' 


wot. 
2 


Reconciling God to us, and appealing 
An che Second place to enquire, e. N 
II. When it is ſaid of As of Charity, that with Juch Sabri tees God 
. wel pleaſed, as is here ſaid by the Apoſtle, and that they are an odour 
of + fout fall, « Sacrifice , e e z, Sed Pol 4. 14 
zs is clſewhere ſaid by che fame Laſpir'd Writer, thoſe of the Romiſh 
Church think, that the Lealt ve can underſtand'by thEſd Expreſſions, is, 
| char by ſueb Sacrifices we Merit or Deſerve God's Favour, we make there- 
by ſome kind, of Satisfaction for our Sins, and in virtihe thereof, render 
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arurs of Sarisfations, and are properly Meritorious. ; 
"Now, I think, it muſt be allow d, that there is more Acttiontey; | kady: | 


from the Fathers, and from the Scriptures, to aſcribe Merit to Alms,. 
han to any other Good Action; 3. 2nd that it is uſual with the Writers of 

he pureſt Ages of the Church to attribute to them an Healing and Ato- 
ning Power ; to ſpeak of them in the ſame Language, as they do of Pro- 


pages ry.Sactifices ; and ro aſſert, that by them we do deſerve well of 
recbneile him to us, when by our Sins we have provok d him. 


5 is ig Doctrine of St. Cyprian, an Ancient Father of the Church, 


and one, whoſe Teſtimony we do" often appeal ro, againſt the Errors ot 
the Churcli of Rowe ; * © That thoſe defilements of Sin, which we con- 
track after Baptiſm. are by our Alms wach d away ; that as the Fire. of 
* Hell is entinguiſh d by the Eaver of Bapriſmal Water, ſo the Flame of 

© our Sins is 10 out by Alms and good Deeds; and becauſe Remiſſon of 
* Sins is but: once given in Baptiſm (which cannot be repeated) therefore 
* daily and conſtant deing Good, having in it a like Efficacy with Baptiſm 
goth again procure us God's Pardon: That our Saviour, who is merci- 


ful, preſcribes. to us Works of Mercy and becauſe he defires to ſave 


*thole, hom he bath redeemed ara great Price, he inftruQs them, bow 
*thoſe, who after Baptiſmal Grace have been pollured, may again be 
* cleanſed: That Remedies for Atoning God are appointed in the Word 


"of God; that the Divine Oracles have inſtructed Sinners what they are 


to do; that by Works of Righteouſneſs God is ; that by the - 
© Merits of Alms Sins are purged.” 


_ Theſe are the Strains of One, who W been n always eflcem' a bios, . 


— — — And a — — | — — 
. Sordef poftmodam ( po Bapti num) quaſcunque centrohimm, 6 elee+ 
moſjmis abluimus. Sicut lauacro aquæ ſalutaris gebennæ ignis extingui- 


nion, be under ſtood to fign Less, hen they are Join d with Sacri⸗ 
ces, with which God was chgtteg, and by which he was aton'd: So that 

f Atts of Charity are well pleaſing to God Now, as Sacrifices were of Old 
f Theſe are ſubſtituted in rhe place of Thoſe; if the Language of the 
Did Teſtament, whereby he Atoning Virtue of Sacrifices' was expreſs d, 
nd under ſtood, is rightly apply'd in the New Teſtament to Acts of Cha- 
ity, then they are not only Acceprable, ſay they, but Propitiatory; N 
hey give a Right and Ticle to Remiſſion of Sins; they have i in chem _ ; 


Fi 


fur, ita elcemoſynis atque operiburguſts' delifforum flamma ſopitur: Be 


quis ſemel in baptifmo remiſſa peecatorum datur, aſſidua & juges opera- 


tio, laptiſmi inſtar imitata, Bei rur ſus indulgentium largitur. Mi- 


fericors docet ac monet mi fericordiam' Feri, & quia ſervare querit, quos 
magus pretio redemit, poſt baptiſnii gratiam ſordidatos monet denuo poſſe 


Purgari.— Remedia propitiaud Deo, ipſius Dei verbu data ſunt; quid 


deberent farere Pectantes: magiſoria divina docuerunt ; operationibus 
juſtis Deo ſatifleri „ ini ſericordie merits peccata Ne & . * Saif 
Bene Trot: p: tra TO IPO.” 1 f 
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4 ind Judicious Writer ; of One, . who, mightily. adorn'd. th , Chriſtian Reli- 
gion by the Holineſs of his Life, and who dy d a Martyr for the undefiled 
Faith of Chriſt. His Soul was pofſels'd:with an exalted Opinion, of the 
 Exvcollency of this Chriſtian Grace; and out of an earneſt deſire. to kindle MY 
ische Hearts ot his Brethren that Holy. Flame, which glow'd 16 warmly 
vithin his own Breaſt, he might ſuffer. Expreſſions to fall from his Pen, 
which might not bear the Teſt of a ſevere and rigorous Examinatien, For 
tho Eupreſſions hy him us d are Looſe and General; no DiltinQtion 15 pro- 
feſſodly made bet int leſſer Neglects and Failings in gur Duty, and, choſe 
Sins that are Groſs and h reſumptuous; betwixt the Inward Principle of 

Charity, and the bare Out ward Acts of it 3 betwint Charity, taken, in its 
moſt compreheaũive Senſe, for the Love of: God and Man, ang that one 
| particular Branch of Ghority, which confiſts, in relieving. the Poor and iN 

Fey, eig the-Extraordinary. and Ordinazy degrees. of Charity ; 
|  berwixt the Power of Charity to prevail with God for a releaſe from Tem- 
poral Puniſhments, and from Eternal Death ; berwixt its being gracioufly IM 
accepted of Goc as a Term and Condition, of our. Pardo, thro! the die- 
rits of Chriſt's Blood, and its purgiag away our Sins by any proper. Vir- 
tue and Efficacy of its own: Such Limitations as theſe, tho not exprels'd 
by that Holy Father, were, without doubt, by him- intented, and by thoſe, 
ro whom he addreſt himſelt, well underſtood: And I am verily. perſuaded, 
that in that charitable Age no Suſpicions were entertain d, no Suggeſtions | 
were ſpread, no Exclamations were made, to the prejudice of that Excel- 

leut Preacher; as if, by an undue extolling of this One Yirtue of Chari- 

ty, he derogated from the Worth or Neceſſity of Other Chriftian Duties; 

or taughe- Men, that, provided they gave Alms, they) might be ſecure 
of Salvation, without Holineſs of Life. ag A 2 887 watt" 5 bi $4.8 
The high Kacomiums given to Ghariey by this, nd by gh Writers 
of the firſt Ages of the Church, tho' they may ſound harſhly. now in the 
Ears of Proteſtants, 'who have juſt reaſon to be jealous of all Expreſſions, 
| which ſeem. to give any Countenance to the Modern Opinions of the 
Church of Rome, concerning the Merit of Good Works, are yet, I doubt 
not, in that Senſe in which they were meant, and with thoſe Reſtrictions, 
pich which, even when not-expreſly guarded, they were well known to 
be limited, very agrecable to the Language and Doctrine of Holy Writ. 
I this matter were to be decided by the Authority of Apocrypbal Wri- 
= ers, there would chen be no room to diſpute the ſaving Virtue of  Alms. 
0 For we are by chem taught, that Alms deliver from Death, and ſpal 
Purge away ad Sin; that they ſuſſer nat to come inte Darkueſs——that 
Huter will quench as flaming Fire, and Alm maeketh an _ Atonenrent far 
Sine, Tobit. 12. 8. & 4. 10. Eccluſ.. 3. 30, But, beſides the Teftimony 
ok theſe Wrirers, whoſe. Authority ( tho appeal'd to in this Caſe by the 
Compilers of our own 'Homilies, as well as by the Ancient Fathers of the 
Il - Church )is not Deciſive; [ Serm. of Alm deeds part- 2. ] what is faid of 
1 the great Price and Value, and wondertul\Eficacy of Alms, ſcems ſuffei- 

ently warranted by thoſe inſpired ;Pen-Men, who, Le are ſure, wrote | 

he guidance the Holy Dl... 
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"Thi 0801-7 and che Biral t Sin. are, in the Language of Holy, 


oi Weitz" equivilerit Rupreffiegs; Wheh' therefore of Charity it is affirm'd by 
ne il 5e in is Alko affirm'd' of obe particular Branch of it by St. 
le Gann; J e 7t ſha en. the ue of Sane x, 3 Pet, 4. 8. James 3 
520 enn Sine is not T as an Act, or Inſtance 0 
n, Chariry, - bot propos d ag 4 Motive to the Exerciſe of it ; it is eaſie an 
or naturał to underſtand the words of the Apoſtle in this 7 and obvious 
EF 
%%% 
That merciſul Alms dealing is Profitable to purge * Soul from the 
inte ctiom atid filthy Spots of Sin, the Compilers of our Homilies, follow ?- 
ing thereim che Senſe of Veiierable Anriquity, do infer from that remar- 
kable ſaying ol our Lord; Give Alm, of ſuch things as you have, and 
bebol all things are clean unto u. Luke 11. 41. The Phariſees mar- 
velled, that be had not firſt wall'd ere He far down to Meat. Upon this 
out Siviour obſerves, that Oùtward Cleanneſs is nor ſo much to be regatdlj- 
ed as Inward Purity; and then, that they might not be at a loſs how to 
attam this liware Purity, he prefcribes Acts of Charity, as the molt pro- 
per Cücharticks, which would cleanſe! and purify . them better than all 
TR Warmer add Culranogm. Too TT 7: 
The Wiſe Man hath laid it down as 2 ſure Aphoriſm, that By Mercy and 
Truth Iniquity it Phrg a: Prov. 16. 6, and this General Medicine for the 
peer e roi Diſeaſes is by Daniel applied to the Particular | 
Ciſe of Nebuthadnezzar ; Let my Counſel be acceptable unto thee, and 
3 Wl rideem thy Sin by Alm. gi vin Dan. 4, 2 7. (for ſo the Original, and ſo. © 
are dhe Ancient Verſions run ) aud bing Iniquities by, ſkeming Mercy 10» 


ers The Same wholſome Remedy, 3gainft the Same raging Diſtemper, had 
he been before preſerib'd to the People of Mael by the Prophet aiab: They 


as, were & fnful Nation, A People laden with Iniquity; a Sced of evil doers; © 


be Children that were carrdprers , that bad firſaken the Lord ; that had. = 


abt pro boted the Holy One of Iſrael to Anger, If, 1, 4. In ſuch a deſperate. 
0s, State as this, the Sacrifices of the Law were of no Efficacy to expiate their 
to Guilt; even e it ſelf, without Works of Charity, was not ſuf- 
ric. ficient to proctire the pardon of their Sins, and to reſtore them to the 
fri- Fayour of God: but id, after cg te de Evil, and learying te as, mH, 
they wonld alſo relieve the Oppreſſed, judge the Fatherleſs, and plead fan 
boZ Nl the Widow,” then, the" their Sins were as Scarlet, they ſhall be as whit 
hat Snow, though they were red like Crimſon, they ſhall be as Wook,v. 17,1 kl 
far Thar, in che ſtrict, and now generally receiv'd Senſe of the Word, ei- 
do ther bur Alms, or any other good Works of ours do merit God's favour ; 
That there is ady equality betwixr t 5 
enpect from God; io that the Former ſhould be the Price, whereby the 
aer Latter ure to be purchaſed; That God's Juſtice would be impeach'd, if he 


fei- dd not rechmpenſe our Alms in that männer, in which we ate aſſur d from 


his word Tie Wil recompenſe them ; That the Alms giver is vorthy of 


it the Alms we give, and the Mercies us 
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hon "wor dt W e 'A Subordinate Eifeacy. I procuring 
God's 55 * Favour, * are in that . Sh cas. with which God 
i: well plea 4 ; 

ll 1 pr 4 LAs ow, 1 in the "Laff place * apply whit bath been diver to 
© ite Octafion of this preſent Solemait y. 

o 0 455 the Old Teſtament Sacrifices' were offer'd as 0 by 8 
'C ¶ ties of Men, as hy private Perſons, and were appointed by God as proper 
ueans to procute National Bleſſings, and to remoye National Judgments, 

re And that we of this Kingdom and City do not groan under thoſe Calami - 
d- ties which our Sins have deſerv dz that we are ſtill permitted to enjoy thoſs 
numerous and ſigna Bleſfiags, which by our repeated: Tranſgreſſions We 
have jay forfeited; is next to the infinite goodneſt of God, principally 
owing to thoſe /  Goſpel-Sacritices, of. doing good, and. communicating, 

d WI vhich have now for many years in the Hoſpiraly of this City, as in ſo ma- 

7 Wo Temples of Charity, been offer ai Wye to the Honour of the Almighty: y 


2 | yy 

5 "A en of 5 Chrnert cho yr will cow be hn 

an 2 171 ee 17 ; 192 92 

en 1 Bot i: Lanai Report Was Read. ee K. ane 
IS, of "15 4 3 0 A549: 6 mg * : 


ve "Theſe 5 are | the Gerl forts of Oblations which 0 the piety of Devour 


rand Charitable Souls have been preſented the Sacriſices, which we dwo 
2 earneſtly Beſeech and Exhort you, may with the ſame ardent Teal, and. 
to in an equal, or rather exceeding Meaſure, be; till offer d unto God, as be- 

Le ing Odors of a ſweet ſmell, Sacrifices which we know to be acciptable, nd 1 

n If Pell pleaſing unto him. | 

d, 1 4 the Fo the Fatherleſ B dn his Holy - Habitation': Pal, 65, 97 

h- And therefore cannot but with Pleaſure look down upon thoſe, who do 

3,5 I here upon Earth imitate him * 2 Tender and; Parernal Care. of the Fa- | 

0- I cherleſs and Orphans. Bip: 
iir is the Character of God's beloved Sou, is Whol le 17 vel. basel. 


r- that he went about doing good; that he heal'd the fith people, thut were 

. taken with diverſe Diſeaſes and Torments, and thoſe which were Luna- 

a- If zick, chat by him the Lame were wade to walk, and the Poor, bad the 

'S I Goſpel preached unto them: Acts 10. 38. Mat. 4. 24. wy 11.5. When 

2- if therefore we. follow our Saviour 's eps. _ When ve gladl embrace a}! the. - 

he Opp rtunities of doing goed t that are offer h ud. Aka are diligent" Wo 3 

* If ſeeki ing our. ſuch Opportunities, when they do not offer themſelves; When 

Ke fn Charity Health is diſpens d to the Sick, Soundneſs of Body is - | 
red to the maim'd, and Soundneſs of Mind to the. DiſtraQed: Wh 

n- i our Expence Children are inſtructed in the ſavio vg ke of the Go 12 

aug aurtur d in the Fear ag Admonitioo of the Lord; We db by theſe 


e. As of Mercy and Goodneſs approye our ſelves the Chilaren of Goch und 
r- | may be 45 25 aſſured, asif we heard it by a Voice from Heaven; oor EA 
Grace * Ne wh is. we 1130 9 


Hy us lf, as = S608, thro the 
ea. 2 LAS 1 25 
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. in Holy Writs ſometimes aſcrib d the 
dut they are never more Godl like, the Ichage of the Ood⸗ 
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n „** of God; that 4 chat F ay 3 mot + Hark, 

bade ſhall be eat : 2 Theff. 3. 10, It is the rule U che Goſ- 

pel, that He abe betb ale ſal bed no a, hr . 
Working with bs Hands the thing aubich 1 good, 

_ rhat-nedeth : Eph. 4: 28. Ard E if 

E, is che Diſcipline, which the Laws of God, as. well as of 


Men, do appoint fot the Correction of Eyll-doets: When 
— therefore 175 we of wiſe, and gagd Magiltrates,” idle Va- 


gabonds are compeld to earn their oH Bread with the Sweat 
_ of their Brows; When Felons ate by cloſe. t re- 

3 from purſuing their former courſes of Theft and Ra- 
ige, and neceſſitated by Hard Lab ur: both to provide for 


ſelves, and to contribute to the Maintenance of thoſe 
Poor, who are Willing, but nat Able, ta Work; When Lewd 
vnd Profligate Perſons, on whom Reaſon and Religion have 


no hold, are by the vholſome Diſci pline of corporal Puniſh- 


ment charirably Rechiimed: 3 theſe Acts of Ja uſtice, e 
greeable to.God's reveal'd Will, and 

mightily 3 of his Name ; and with 

, Theſe therefore” an Holy and Righteous -< NIE ee] but be 


delighted. 
indelegated be! 


To Magi 


rity.of, G 3 to wem 
very Name gf God; 


Head doth never ſhine forth 1 in them with greater 


than hen out of their Fulneſs Streams of Bounty 00 iffuc 


Forth. for reſreſhing the. Poor and. Nesdy, and by the Ema- 
nations of their Goodneſs, conc with Providence, 


ae ſupported. in their Life 1 5 ad, rhe to do Good 


enn 


wühout any p | 


and reyerenc'd as Ae" 33 but Veneruton 
Was 
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at . WWA KKK _ 
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GW A Ame tain ws A wn. ws, tow. tas 


vis” oi "Mai; 1 re 7 Uiſcover'd-to be Mori 
al, and by the rial Fury or — they died like 
Men, "T's Clitifian Magiſtrates Charity adds a greater Or- 
pear than All the Ent ns bf Digriiy and Robes of State : 
ben they, with Holy Fob, Heliver be Poor that ery,” anil * 
1 Fa ok {and Him but Burb ane 10'belp : When the 
Meg of bims that in ready 0 f 6 om om them, nl. 
they cauſe the Widows "Heart to fing for When they par 
1” Righteouſneſs and it Ter Sus, und: lercy und Charit 2 
are to 7 a Robe ant Piadum, job 29 . 125 „13, 14. there 
Is then Brin in ow thar ierut? Ma ſtiele and Di- 
vine; 3 "SotnetHiny ch |'frike che Eyes n 
win a deep a Ru - 1aſting Veberztion; Something that will 
endet ther Kun Amte And which, moons — 
Ito the Divine Prote ian, il Loft Neure Them and the 
4 City, over which they preſide, from 922 8 Attempte, 

land from the Invaſion of the Gaul. 
ebene for War: 


In che midſt therefore't | SP Other Pre: 
let us not forget to ly tt 


for us againſt our Enemies, better than «a mighty Shield, or 
ſffrong Spear. In the Day of Battle ſuch a Comely Band 
of ee Clidreh, high Wa here\ſee, bred up in the 
Fear of God, and daily employ'd in praying for their Bene- 
factors, and for the Peace and Proſperity of Our eſftablifl'd” 
Church and Government, will, by pr ocuring the Bleſlings 
of God upon our Nation, prove as ſtrong 'a Guard againſt 
the Power Caf our Fane "Loan boy pela Army 6 _ 
grown Meg, expert in M 1 
The Heathens , x 
would render! their Sad Pier ome 
ancient Books, laid to be "ent 1 
their Age nd Lookt into l/h. great Pomp and Ceremo- 
1 5 to.know, What eIReligious-Rites thay were (o 
May 


„ when up 


lob -Atotienient... We Gale eure u 
itt; gs Cuſtody. the Oracles of, Gd, given to 

Theſe e therefore de have now*coh ulted, 6 
I oiteftions, 3 bow: Ve © ogy propitiare 
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oo» ed ee ee ns which will pr r | 

wur, and find-a;\pracious. ee 7 Him. hn 

f | - Withthen ſhall we come before rde Lord, and how our 

| 8 before the 25 God? W We! come 2 2 With Fin, 
13 mige, ws Calues of an Year old? In "Theſe Go G0 

| 28 had ug Pleaſure, eren Pk were offer d by the Law; muc 

leſi doth He require them now at our Hands undet the Di 

# _  penſation, of che Goſpel. In this Laſt, this Fulleſt wn 

ation ol his Will, ja bath ſhew? du bet 7 4s good... 71 

_ Magi is what z the. Lor d requires. of us; to + "good and 

_, communicate; are't | ces rege We. may. Zope 7 
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